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Dear Member,

As the new head of Meemic Insurance Co., I just wanted 

to say hello and thank you for being part of the Meemic 

family. Since starting with the company more than 10 years 

ago, it’s been my honor and privilege to serve members of 

the educational community and their families.

Th ere’s a lot going on at Meemic as we approach our 70th 

anniversary, and I’m excited to share it with you. In this 

newsletter, you’ll read about new classes of educational 

employees now eligible for Meemic insurance. And this 

year, we introduced new classroom funding opportunities 

and benefi ts for members of Th e Meemic Foundation Club.

We’re also proud to work with Defeat the Label for a third 

year to support Stand4Change Day, a global initiative to 

combat bullying that’s based close to our home in Michigan. 

Th is year, it takes place on May 3. Enroll your school to 

take part today.

I hope you’re having a great year and off er my best wishes 

for a wonderful spring.

  Sincerely,

  Matt Michalski

  VP, Head of Meemic

Your Meemic Agent

Marcus Gleaton

Gleaton Swanwick Agency
666 C-2 E. Main St.

Centreville, MI 49032
269-467-8974

4410 Tanglewood Trail
St. Joseph, MI 49085

269-932-3177

331 N. Sage St.
Kalamazoo, MI 49006

269-341-4542

For office hours visit our website
GleatonAgency.com
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New Monthly Prizes  
and More at  
The Foundation
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You asked for a simpler way to apply for classroom 
funding opportunities, and we listened. This year, 
The Meemic Foundation is offering monthly 
PopIn2Win prizes with a super simple process.

Applying for a grant and filling out a long form can 
take a lot of time you don’t have, so think of the 
PopIn2Win award as “NottaGrant.” Once you’ve 
logged in to your Foundation Club account, it’s a 
simple click to nominate yourself, a local school or 
another educator for a valuable resource or tool to 
enhance learning for your students.

Resource Library Now ‘Hiring’
WANTED: Educators to join the growing roster of 
the Foundation Club’s Resource Library. Are you 
an educator who would be willing to share favorite 
classroom strategies or tips with fellow educators? 
Our Resource Library is a perfect way for busy 
educators to network and share. 

Visit MeemicFoundation.org/Events to get a 
sampling of what’s available in the Resource Library. 
And if you’re interested in supporting fellow 
teachers with your tips, please send your name and 
contact information to TheClub@Meemic.com.

Stand4Change Day Returns
The Meemic Foundation’s Together Movement 
initiative is proud to partner with Defeat the 
Label for the annual Stand4Change Day, 
coming back to schools on Friday, May 3.

According to the U.S. Department of Justice, 
a child is bullied every seven minutes, and the 
National Association of School Psychologists 
reports that 160,000 students stay home 
from school every day for fear of bullying. 
Stand4Change Day is a great way for your 
school to take a stand.

And we mean that literally. At noon ET on  
May 3, students will stand up to take the 
pledge in classrooms and rallies. Last year, 
millions of students from around the world 
participated.

For more information on the event and how  
to register your school, visit: 
MeemicFoundation.org/Events.

And for more local and national resources to 
combat bullying, visit:  
MeemicFoundation.org/Together.  
We can be better together.

So far, we’ve provided Robo 3-D printers and 
Chromebooks to over 100 educators. We’re excited 
to present this new opportunity and can’t wait to 
share a variety of awards throughout the year.

New Benefit for Club Members
Foundation Club members who are currently 
employed within the educational community are 
now eligible to participate in the Sprint Works 
Member program. For details on this fantastic new 
benefit, eligible club members are encouraged to 
log into their Foundation Club account and access 
their Discounts and Benefits page to view the Sprint 
Works program’s current  
promotions and savings.  

This joins other discounts from national business 
partners. And if you’re also an employee of an 
educational institution, you can  
enjoy richer discounts and  
free shipping from Quill.com.

Get full details at    MeemicFoundation.org/PopIn2Win  



Sign Up with Our Online Account Center and Go Paperless
Just a reminder that you can save time and reduce clutter by managing your account online. And go green 
by signing up for paperless options.

 Visit our online account management system at Member.Meemic.com to view your bill, make a  
payment, print documents, file a claim and more. While you’re there, sign up to get all your important
policy documents online instead of through the mail. It’s safer, easier and greener. Sign up today!

The staged car accident scam is growing as 
perpetrators are getting craftier about entrapping 
unsuspecting motorists.

Scammers usually meticulously plan their staged 
car accidents, leaving nothing to chance. They 
practice until they get it right, and even if you 
can see the accident was staged, onlookers or 
witnesses may only catch a glimpse and think they 
see something they didn’t.

Here are some of the most common:

 The T-bone   In this staged accident, the 
scammer will wait for your car to proceed through 
an intersection and then floor it and T-bone your 
vehicle. When police arrive, the scammer’s helpers 
will claim you ran a red light or ran the stop sign.

 The wave   In this scenario, the scammer will see 
you are trying to switch lanes and they wave you 
ahead. But when you do switch lanes, they will 
accelerate and hit your car. Once police arrive to 
take the accident report, they’ll lie and say you 
switched lanes when it was not safe to do so, and 
they didn’t have time to brake.

 Dual-turn sideswipe   You have to be in a dual 
left-turn lane on the inside and if you are close to 
the lane marker, the other driver will veer into you 
and claim you came out of your lane and hit them. 

 Stopping short   The scammer will slam on their 
brakes when your car is close behind so that you 
will crash into the rear of the vehicle.

 Swoop and stop   Here, a car will suddenly 
pull in front of yours and stop. Another vehicle 
will simultaneously pull up alongside your 
car, preventing you from swerving to avoid an 
accident.

How to Avoid Accident Scams
One of the best ways to avoid being the victim of 
a fake accident claim is by exercising caution while 
driving.

Tailgating or failing to leave enough space 
between your vehicle and a vehicle ahead of you 
leaves you vulnerable to becoming the victim of a 
staged accident. All the driver ahead of you has to 
do is abruptly stop to cause you to crash into the 
rear of their vehicle.

If you believe you are being targeted by someone 
staging an accident, do not leave the scene. 
Call the police and let the officers who respond 
handle taking a report of the accident. Tell them 
if you suspect that you were in a staged accident. 
Whatever you do, don’t offer cash to the other 
driver to settle the damage.

Keep a camera (if you don’t have a smartphone), 
pen and paper in the car so that you can take 
photos and notes at the scene. Document 
the damage, license plate and the driver and 
passengers in the other vehicle.

When you report the crash to Meemic, you should 
say if you suspect a scam.

Avoid Falling Victim 
to a Car Crash Scam



Much has been made of people’s identities  
being stolen through cyber attacks and other 
online means, but the majority of identity thefts are 
still being carried out the old-fashioned way – by 
criminals finding documents bearing social security 
numbers and other personal information.

Identity theft is a growing problem, with consum-
ers reporting more than 490,000 incidents in 2015, 
up an astounding 47 percent from the year prior, 
according to the Federal Trade Commission in the 
most recent statistics available.

Certainly, a good reason for this increase is online 
data theft, but a surprising number of Americans 
are still having their personal information stolen 
because of improper disposal of paper documents.

The best way to combat this kind of identity theft 
is by regularly shredding paper documents when 
it’s time to dispose of them. But what documents 
should you shred? Here are our tips:

Anything containing a Social Security number:  
This is the No. 1 bit of data that identity thieves 
want to get a hold of. With your Social Security 
number, they can open checking accounts and 
credit cards – and sometimes even take out loans.

Your Social Security number can be found on: 
• Pay stubs and tax returns • Medical bills  
• Health insurance cards • Loan statements

Bank and mortgage statements: First off, you 
should keep these statements for up to seven years 
for tax audit purposes. After that time, there is no 
need to keep them.

These documents should be shredded. While they 
don’t always contain your Social Security number, 
they do contain your bank account information, and 
crafty scammers can produce bogus checks that 
they can use to cash checks from your accounts.

Utility and other bills: Utility bills may contain  
personally identifiable information. Experts  
recommend that you keep these bills no more than 
a year. To avoid having your data exposed, you 
should then shred them.

Anything with your signature: It’s highly recom-
mended that you shred any documents that have 
your signature on them. 

That’s because a clever criminal can learn to copy 
your signature, and combined with other personally 
identifiable information they get their hands on, 
they could open accounts in your name and do real 
damage to your credit.

Receipts: These days, credit card receipts rarely 
contain your entire credit card number, so you  
don’t run the same risk of someone  
gaining access to your card  
should they come across these  
receipts. You may want to keep  
some receipts for your tax  
records; any others you  
generally don’t need to  
shred and can toss  
into the recycling bin  
after giving them a  
quick peek to make sure.

Sarah Q. Patient         111-00-2222
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Meemic Offers Coverage When you renew your Meemic 
homeowner’s policy, you can add protection to cover losses 
caused by identity theft.  Ask your agent!

Meemic Spring 2019

When to Shred:  
Protect Yourself 
from Identity Theft



“Ding, Ding, Ding.”

The sound of the bell 
signals morning meeting, 
a great way to start each 
day. A strong sense of 
community is built, and 
it sets students up for 
social and academic 
success. Every morning, 
students and teachers 

gather together in a circle for 10 to 20 minutes and 
purposefully interact with each other. 

To begin the morning meeting, students greet 
one another by name. This creates a welcoming 
environment, along with an atmosphere of 
politeness. Not only are the important social skills of 
making eye contact and shaking hands reinforced, 
but students develop a sense of community when 

they interact with their peers in this way. 

Songs, chants or poems should be recited 
together after the students greet each other.

Sharing is the next critical component of an 
effective morning meeting. At this time, students 
share information about important events in  
their lives.

The time that a teacher invests in morning 
meeting will pay dividends throughout the day. 
Every child plays a vital role in this part of the 
day, regardless of academic ability. Every child 
contributes. Every child feels part of the bigger 
classroom community. 

When children feel loved and cared for during 
the daily routine of a morning meeting, it takes 
away the obstacles that prevent them from feeling 
engaged at school. When we are all connected, 
learners can thrive and community can continue to 
become stronger and stronger.

Help Your Class Stay Connected with a Morning Meeting
Michigan Teacher of the Year Laura Chang has a great way to start each school day. 
Meemic has sponsored the MTOY program for more than 10 years. Here is an excerpt 
from her blog.  To see more, visit www.Meemic.com/Blog.
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English teacher Bridget Brown took 
about 30 eighth-graders to the Hag-
gerty Art Museum on the Marquette 
University Campus. They spent time 
analyzing the art in a historical context 
and then created their own works 
inspired by what they saw.

Students at Elizabeth Wiersema’s 
school get to feel like real scientists 
thanks to the purchase of lab coats 
for them to wear. The coats boost 
confidence and the fun factor, as well 
as protect everyday clothing from 
damage.

Having several new flexible seating 
options has helped students stay 
focused and use their energy in a 
more productive way in Melissa 
Bessler’s special education classroom. 
Students also worked together to 
create a seating schedule.

High Point School  
Orland Park, Illinois

Greendale Middle School  
Greendale, Wisconsin

Jenison Christian School  
Jenison, Michigan

FOUNDATION GRANTS MAKE A DIFFERENCE  
The Meemic Foundation gets thousands of grant applications every year. Here are a few that we had the 
pleasure of funding.  Visit MeemicFoundation.org/Grant-Opportunities to apply for current grant rounds.
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Meemic has expanded eligibility to serve more 
people in the educational community. State education 
department employees are now eligible for Meemic 
Insurance. Employees of NAEYC-accredited 
preschools and federally funded Head Start programs
may also be eligible. If you know anyone in these 
fi elds, spread the word and have them call an agent!

Did You Know?
If you are renting a hall for a wedding or 
graduation party, some coverage may be 
extended to the hall you are renting from your 
homeowner’s policy, subject to the conditions 
and exclusions identifi ed in the policy.

Your homeowner’s policy coverage also 
extends to property in a storage unit, 
subject to the same liabilities and exclusions, 
such as fl ood damage.

Nearly half of all Michigan school 
employees have Meemic insurance, so 
you’re in great company!

Talk to your agent if you have questions.

DISCLAIMER: This newsletter is intended solely to provide brief descriptions of coverage and is not intended to alter any coverage afforded in the policy. 
Only your policy and its endorsements, plus applicable deductibles, determine exact coverages and payment of losses. All coverages and discounts described 
are subject to change, availability, qualifi cations and certain restrictions. Other terms, limitations and exclusions may apply.  Photography: Casey West CC2.0.
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Meemic.com/EducatedChoice

Need collision repairs?
Choose a facility from 
The Educated Choice®

Repair Program for 
guaranteed results.

MB141


