
M E E M I C ’ s  i n f o r m a t i o n  S e r i e s :  

Shopping.  Visiting family.  Attending holiday festivities.  Over the holiday season, we may be out of our 
home more than usual.  Unfortunately, thieves know that as well.  Unoccupied homes filled with new or 
unopened gifts are very inviting for thieves.  Before you leave, be sure you have taken the necessary 
steps to protect your home: 

�  Don’t display gifts where they can be seen from the outside.  

�  Place some of your indoor lights on an automatic timer.  

�  Turn on a radio or television so it sounds like the home is occupied. 

�  Exterior lights are just as important.  Keep the area around your home well-lit. 

�  Make sure your garage door is closed and locked...including the door inside the garage that  
               leads to your home. 

�  Keep bushes and trees near your home well-trimmed.  

�  Never leave a house key in obvious places like under the door mat, and in a flower pot.  

�  If you will be away for a few days: 

                               �     Ask a neighbor to watch your home, shovel snow, and even park in your drive 
                                        way to give the illusion of someone being home. 
                               �     Don’t forget to have someone get your mail and newspapers too… or have the  
                                        deliveries of these items stopped while you are gone. 
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